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comminuted fracture of skull oil rii^lit side. The parts de¬ 
pressed were portions of the sphenoid, temporal, frontal 
and parietal bones. There was no paralysis. Hlevation 
and removal of portions of the bones under strict antisepsis 
resulted in a speedy recovery 

CASK II.— l’alient with a compound fractured skull pre¬ 
senting a depressed area one and a halt inches by one and 
eighth inches in size, cracked through the middle and lo¬ 
cated to right of median line, and just behind the corona! 
suture. There was no paralysis, and after the fragments 
had been removed he made a good recovery in a month. 

CASK III.—This patient received a pistol-shot wound of 
forehead (22 calibre; above eyebrow. There was tempo¬ 
ral'}’ unconsciousness followed by aphasia and paralysis of 
right arm. Sensation not affected. (?'; Mon-interference 
was decided upon and in .24 days after the injur)', he was 
practically well. 

I)r. Porter attributes the success of these cases to the 
thorough antisepsis employed. I11 speaking of the treat¬ 
ment for simple comminuted depressed fractures, he rather 
condemns the practice of waiting for symptoms before 
operating, and says, "should not surgery in this dangerous 
class of cases take preventative trephining’ as its motto, 
relying on modern antiseptic precautions to briny to a suc¬ 
cessful issue cases which had lead many times to worse 
than death?” 

riikia: casks <>i ckkkiirai. tumor, with autopsy. 

By James ). Putnam, M. 1 ).. "Boston Medical .and Sur¬ 
gical Journal,” April to, 1K90. 

C ask I.— Male, aged 39 years. Symptoma : Intense and 
incessant headache, almost exactly corresponding with sit¬ 
uation of tumor; one well marked attack characterized by 
partial loss of consciousness and convulsive movements, 
limited to the left shoulder; double optic neuritis, much 
more intense on the side of the tumor. Subsequently the 
left arm and leg became weaker than the right. In six 
months the case terminated fatally, and at the autopsy 
a sarcomatous tumor was found involving the posterior half 
of the right middle frontal convolution. It measured two 
and a quarter by one and three-quarter inches, the longest 
diameter following the length of the convolution. 

Cask II.— A gentleman, aged 58, without any history 
likely to have led to present illness. Mis symptoms were 
alteration of mental character, aphasia, partly sensory and 
partly motor, with ataxia ; a general convulsion ; epilepti¬ 
form siezures, consisting of tremors in right arm and leg ; 
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right hemiparesis of shifting intensity, terminating in com¬ 
plete paralysis with contraction; long-continued coma; 
Cheyne-Stokes respiration; death, with rapid elevation of 
temperature. The duration of his illness was about four 
months. The autopsy revealed two subcortical sarcomatous 
tumors, one occupying nearly the whole of the second left 
temporal convolution. The other was about the si/e of a 
horse-chestnut, and lay in the posterior part of the left 
parietal lobe. 

CASK ill.—W as that of a man 51 years old, who 22 years 
ago, was knocked from a car while passing under a bridge. 
He suffered from short attacks of arrest of power of speech 
for brief periods, without complete loss of consciousness, 
or of power of expression in writing, or of comprehension 
of simple speech or written signs, but preceded by trilling 
tremor of right hand ; permanent, slight hesitancy in speech, 
with slight paraphasia ; occasional general convulsions, 
without auro ; frontal and occipital headache ; mental fail¬ 
ure; finally repeated attacks of slight convulsive action of 
flexors of right hand, with tendency to contracture, and 
paresis of extensors. It was thought the symptoms indi¬ 
cated a tumor just above the motor-speech area, and an 
operation was performed, which resulted fatally. After 
death the lesion was found to be situated in the supra-mar- 
ginal gyrus, at its posterior end. 

Till' ]>K TKUMINA I'loX <)l' Til F. DIASTAsU' I'oWKR (II IX- 
TKACT (II M AI. I . 

The “.American Journal <4 Pharmacy," March, 1890, con¬ 
tains a method of estimating this power, as employed by 
R. A. (Aripps, FA I. t . The process is as follows: 1. Pre¬ 
pare a mucilage by mixing one 1 grin, potato starch, dried 
at 1 12 FA, with 10 c.c. of cold water; add loo c.c. of 
boiling water, and boil the whole half an hour; allow to 
cool to IOO FA, and make up the measure to IOOC.C. 2. 1 >is- 
solve 5 grins, of the malt extract in water sufficient to pro¬ 
duce 50 c.c. of solution, v Dissolve 1 grm. of iodine in 
100 c.c. ol water, by the aid of 2 grms. of iodide potas¬ 
sium. Fifty c.c. of starch solution is introduced into a flask, 
and kept at a temperature of 98 to 100 FA, and 5 c.c. of the 
malt solution is added at the same temperature, gently 
mixed and at intervals of five minutes 4 c.c. of the liquid is 
poured into a test tube containing 1 c.c. of the iodine solu¬ 
tion. A good malt extract gives no indication of starch or 
dextrine after 15 minutes, it should digest its own weight 
of potato starch in 10 to 15 minutes at 98 to 100 FA 



